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5883 CREST ROAD PROJECT (PA-25-14) 

RESPONSES TO COMMENTS ON THE 

INITIAL STUDY AND PROPOSED MITIGATED NEGATIVE 

DECLARATION 

PERSONS, ORGANIZATIONS, AND PUBLIC AGENCIES THAT COMMENTED ON THE PROPOSED 

MITIGATED NEGATIVE DECLARATION 

The public review period for the Initial Study and Proposed Mitigated Negative Declaration 

(MND) for the 5883 Crest Road Project commenced on October 9, 2014, and ended on 

November 24, 2014. The table below lists the persons, organizations, and public agencies that 

provided comments to the City of Rolling Hills Estates on the Proposed MND.  

Commenters on the Proposed MND 

Agency, Organization, and/or Person Date of Letter 

Gabrieleno Band of Mission Indians – Kizh Nation 

 Andrew Salas, Chairman 
10/22/2014 

County of Los Angeles Fire Department 

 Vidales, Frank 
11/6/2014 

City of Rancho Palos Verdes 

 Fox, Kit 
11/17/2014 

COMMENTS AND RESPONSES  

The comments and recommendations received on the Proposed MND, along with the lead 

agency’s responses to the environmental points that were raised, are presented herein. All 

comments on the Proposed MND were submitted in written form and are included in their 

entirety. Each point raised in these comment letters was assigned a number (e.g., XY-1), as 

noted on the comment letters included in this section. The lead agency’s response to each 

enumerated comment is provided after the respective comment letter.   
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RESPONSES  

AS-1: The commenter appears to have provided a selection from the “Palos Verdes” page of 

the Wikipedia.org website that provides information on the history of the Palos Verdes Peninsula. 

This information is noted and will be provided to the decision-makers for consideration.   

AS-2: The commenter provides background information about the Kizh Gabrieleño people, their 

territories, and types of cultural materials that could remain from their past activities. The 

commenter further requests that an archaeological monitor from the Gabrieleño Band of 

Mission Indians-Kizh Nation be present during all ground disturbance on-site. The project’s 

potential to impact archaeological resources is evaluated in subsection VIII, Cultural Resources, 

of the Initial Study and proposed Mitigated Negative Declaration (IS/MND). As noted in the 

IS/MND, the project site lies within a Cultural Resources Overlay area depicted in the City’s 

General Plan due to the high sensitivity of the area for archaeological resources. A Phase I 

archaeological survey was conducted of the site, and no resources were discovered during this 

field survey. Additionally, the site has been previously excavated to first install and then remove 

underground storage tanks associated with the former gasoline station that previously existed 

on-site. Nevertheless, to account for the potential for previously undiscovered archaeological 

resources to be encountered during construction, IS/MND Mitigation Measure CUL-1 requires 

construction to halt if any cultural resources are discovered and not resume until such resources 

are properly evaluated and recovered if appropriate. With this mitigation, the project would not 

have a significant impact on cultural resources pursuant to the California Environmental Quality 

Act (CEQA). To provide further protection for cultural resources, a Condition of Approval is being 

recommended to require archaeological monitoring of the project’s grading activities.   

AS-3: The commenter provides background information about the Native American Heritage 

Commission (NAHC). This information is noted and will be provided to the decision-makers for 

consideration.   

  



RESPONSES TO COMMENTS 

City of Rolling Hills Estates 5883 Crest Road Project 

November 2014 Initial Study and Proposed Mitigated Negative Declaration 

5 

  



RESPONSES TO COMMENTS 

5883 Crest Road Project City of Rolling Hills Estates 

Initial Study and Proposed Mitigated Negative Declaration November 2014 

6 

  



RESPONSES TO COMMENTS 

City of Rolling Hills Estates 5883 Crest Road Project 

November 2014 Initial Study and Proposed Mitigated Negative Declaration 

7 



RESPONSES TO COMMENTS 

5883 Crest Road Project City of Rolling Hills Estates 

Initial Study and Proposed Mitigated Negative Declaration November 2014 

8 

  



RESPONSES TO COMMENTS 

City of Rolling Hills Estates 5883 Crest Road Project 

November 2014 Initial Study and Proposed Mitigated Negative Declaration 

9 

RESPONSES  

FD-1: The department’s Planning Division’s statement of “no comments at this time” is noted. 

FD-2: The responsibilities of the department’s Land Development Unit are noted.  

FD-3: Requirements are noted. 

FD-4: The presence of the site within a Very High Fire Hazard Severity Zone (VHFHSZ) and the 

corresponding code and ordinance requirements are noted. 

FD-5: The comment that the requirements for access, fire flows, and hydrants are addressed 

during the subdivision tentative map stage is noted.   

FD-6: Comment noted. The project’s Conditions of Approval will include this requirement.  

FD-7: The suggestion that project buildings include fire sprinkler systems is noted. 

FD-8: The potential fire flow requirements are noted. 

FD-9: Fire hydrant requirements are noted.  

FD-10: Comment noted. The project’s Conditions of Approval will include this requirement. 

FD-11: Comment noted. The project’s Conditions of Approval will include this requirement. 

FD-12: Comment noted. The project’s Conditions of Approval will include this requirement. 

FD-13: Contact information is noted.  

FD-14: Remarks noted.  

FD-15: The responsibilities of the department’s Forestry Division are noted. The project’s Initial 

Study evaluates the project’s impacts on erosion control (subsections IX and XI), watershed 

management (subsection XI), rare and endangered species (subsection VII), VHFHSZ concerns 

(subsection X), and archaeological and cultural resources (subsection VIII). The County’s Oak 

Tree Ordinance does not apply to the project, as it lies within the incorporated City of Rolling Hills 

Estates. 

FD-16: Comment noted. No specific request had been made of the Fire Department. The 

project’s IS/MND provides all information and analysis required by CEQA, including a description 

of the project and its location, identification of the environmental setting, identification of 

environmental impacts, a discussion of the ways to mitigate the potentially significant effects, 

and an examination of whether the project would be consistent with existing zoning, plans, and 

other applicable land use controls.   

FD-17: Section X of the IS/MND evaluates the potential for contamination of the site as a result of 

former gasoline station and plant nursery uses. As described in issues b and c in subsection X, 

Hazards and Hazardous Materials, of the project’s IS/MND, “a Phase II Subsurface Investigation 

was conducted in May 1999 by All Environmental, Inc. (AEI) to determine the absence or 

presence of petroleum contamination in the soil at the project site. AEI determined that the soil 

samples did not contain significant concentrations of petroleum hydrocarbons. AEI further 
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concluded that the subject property was not significantly impacted by the former gas station 

and recommended no further investigation.” 

FD-18: Concluding remarks are made. No response is required.  
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RESPONSES  

RPV-1: Introductory remarks are made. No response is required. 

RPV-2: The commenter raises privacy issues, which are beyond the scope of CEQA, but will be 

provided to decision-makers for their consideration. While outside of the scope of environmental 

impacts pursuant to CEQA, subsection III, Aesthetics, of the project’s IS/MND discusses privacy in 

the context of the City of Rolling Hills Estates’ Neighborhood Compatibility Ordinance. In regard 

to privacy, the IS/MND notes, “the residences to the south, across Crest Road [in the City of 

Rancho Palos Verdes], would be separated by a landscaped median in addition to the 

roadway itself and by changes in elevation.” The closest residences to the south are 

approximately 110 feet from the project site, a sufficient distance to respect residential privacy in 

a suburban setting.   

RPV-3: The commenter expresses concurrence with the IS/MND’s conclusion that the proposed 

project will not cause any significant traffic impacts. The commenter further notes that Crest 

Road, including the sidewalk fronting the project, is within the City of Rancho Palos Verdes and 

requests that the project’s conditions state that any proposed modification to the Crest Road 

right-of-way (e.g., removal of driveway approaches and sidewalk modifications) require the 

approval of the City of Rancho Palos Verdes Public Works Department. The project’s Conditions 

of Approval will incorporate this suggestion. 

RPV-4: The commenter expresses concurrence with the IS/MND’s conclusions regarding air 

quality and noise impacts from project construction. The commenter further requests that the 

City of Rancho Palos Verdes be kept apprised of the project’s construction schedule and status. 

This requested is noted. City of Rolling Hills Estates staff will continue to coordinate with staff from 

the City of Rancho Palos Verdes on this project.  

RPV-5: Closing remarks are made. No response is required.  

 


